other European countries, France, for example, thanks to
the pro-fascist servility of her ruling circles, lay prostrate
under his heel. Over Britain, on whose territory no foreign
enemy had set foot for many centuries, hovered the grave
threat of German invasion.
The situation radically changed only when the Soviet
Union reconstructed itself on a war footing, and when the
Soviet Army passed to the offensive along the whole front
against Hitler's hordes.
Another fact of gre&t importance was the formation of
the anti-fascist coalition of the Allied Powers, in which the
U.S.S.R. held a leading position.
All this ensured the defeat of fascism in Europe-
Already on the 27th anniversary of the October Revo-
lution, Comrade Stalin paid tribute to the services of the
Soviet people in words known to the whole world, when
he said:
"Now thai our Patriotic War is drawing to a triumphant
close, the historic role played by the Soviet people stands
out in all its grandeur. Everybody admits now that by their
self-sacrificing struggle the Soviet people saved the civiliza-
tion of Europe from the fascist pogrommongers. This is
the great historic service the Soviet people have rendered
mankind."
In the eyes of the peoples of the whole world recog-
nition of the fact that the Soviet people saved the civil-
ization of Europe from the fascist vandals is also recog-
nition of the exceptional services of the leader of Com-
munism and the great captain of the Soviet Union, Joseph
Vissarionovich Stalin. (Stormy, prolonged applause.)
Our multinational Soviet State proved strong and
unbreakable in face of all the trials of the war. The Great
Patriotic War cemented the Soviet people more firmly than
ever in the fight for the achievements of the October
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